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John Kennedy Administration
The United States of America has a long political history which has gained attention and a lot of discussions. The goal of the paper is to shed light on the politics of America by describing President John Kennedy’s administration at different levels. John Kennedy served as the 35th president of America between 1961 and 1963 following his assassination. Having been elected in the office at a young age of 43 years, president john Kennedy had a lot to learn. His administration played a vital role in international affairs by fostering peace, as well as the fight for civil rights. The president faced several challenges in his leadership. For instance, he was dealing with discrimination which was alive during his reign. The following is the exploration of the administration of John Kennedy.
The administration of John Kennedy used the press to fulfil their needs rather than a medium to inform and debate important issues. He was, therefore, able to corrupt the media and use it to hide his transgressions. The media has a significant responsibility to inform, debate and criticize issues affecting citizens. In other words, the media helps in promoting the democracy of a country. During the leadership of Kennedy, this was not the case with the press and media. For instance, Benjamin Bradlee, a reporter of the Newsweek, was a close friend to the president, and he was used in fulfilling the needs of the president. After the Second World War, Vietnam was divided into two; the north and the south based on the Geneva agreement of 1954. The American government supported South Vietnam, which was against communism and free election. The press criticized the position of America in Vietnam affairs claiming to support South Vietnam, which was against communism and the unification of Vietnam. In such matters, John Kennedy would use pressure on the press to discourage them from criticizing the government. His leadership later weakened the role of the media in informing and criticizing the government (Lewis 67).
Just like any other leader, John Kennedy wanted to retain power in the next election, which was to occur in 1964. Having won the 1960 presidential elections with a narrow margin against his competitor Richard Nixon, Kennedy saw the need to use more tactics for him to be re-elected. He, therefore, employed foreign policies in his leadership. The foreign policies of a country involve the relationship and activities of that nation concerning others. John Kennedy wanted to implement foreign policies that were effective unlike those of Dwight Eisenhower, which he regarded to be slow and ineffective. Kennedy’s first presidential act intended at creating the Peace Corps. The objective of the program was to offer social-economic assistance to developing countries while promoting mutual coexistence between America and those countries. The program provided opportunities to Americans to work in foreign countries in sectors such as education, healthcare and construction. Since 1961, the membership of the program has increased, serving more than 139 countries across the world (Lowther 224).
The installation of missiles in Cuba during 1962 caused a lot of tension among Americans. The installation of the weapons in Cuba was a move to by the Soviet Union during the cold war at they saw the need to protect themselves against America. Following the crisis, the Soviet Union, together with John Kennedy, agreed that they would dismantle its missiles in Cuba only if the Americans could do the same in Turkey. John Kennedy proved his role in preserving peace. Later, his administration aimed at restricting nuclear test as it had colossal effects. He achieved this by signing an agreement with the Soviet Union together with Britain by limiting nuclear tests either in space or underwater. The deal helped in reducing the tension of the cold war (Peltonen 97).
Lewis Gould, in his book “The modern American Presidency” claims that the American president is among the influential people in the world. When John Kenney rose to power in 1961, he lost faith in the formal institutions of the country. The Department of State, for instance, has the role of managing foreign affairs but for the administration of Kennedy, it existed yet with limited powers. All the foreign affairs were handles in the White House by Kennedy and his advisers. He viewed these institutions to delay decision making in issues that needed quick action. His idea of disliking group thinking made him make the wrong decisions. Among the worst choices by Kennedy was supporting the plan to overthrow Fidel Castro. Cuba was experiencing poor living standards as well as tension from America as they were violating their air space. Castro, therefore, demanded that America should stop funding rebels and withdraw its forces from Guantanamo Bay Naval Base. Instead, Kennedy supported the movement to unseat Castro as well as increasing military forces in Cuba. The actions resulted in the invasion of the Bay of Pigs in 1961, where Cuban military aircraft where bombed (Lowther 224).
Kennedy’s administration also campaigned for the fight against discrimination. After the end of the Second World War, the world experienced discrimination of all kinds. In America, for example, the participation of women in government issues was minimal. The rights of women were not violated in many ways. Kennedy, therefore, saw the need to empower women and increase their opportunities in government positions as well as organizations. A commission was established that was responsible for combating women discrimination through the elimination of barriers that empower women. By 1967, every state in America had a commission campaigning for the status of women. In the modern world, gender parity is being encouraged in many countries, something which have made woman to be independent as well as occupy prominent positions in government (Lewis 439-450).
John Kennedy also emphasized technology in his administration. At the White House, for instance, he introduced the presidential tape-recording technology. The technology was therefore used to record his visitors, and he used those recordings to furnish his memories. Despite the importance of the tapes, it was unethical for President Kennedy to record his visitors without their knowledge. He would later use those recordings to challenge those who went against him. Moreover, Kennedy made significant expansions in space programs. In 1961, he launched a program that intended to land in the moon before the end of the decade. He claimed that a country that a prosperous nation should as well make efforts towards the advancement of her technology. The next year, the first Americans were able to land on space accomplishing the dream of John Kennedy ((Levering 147: Lowther 224). 
The work of Lewis Gould about the administration of John Kennedy compares and contrast with those of other scholars in several ways. Unlike other works by a different scholar, Gould brings the difference between the administration of many American presidents identifying the similarities and differences between them. In his book, “The modern American Presidency”, Gould talks of the administration of Lyndon Johnson, Richard Nixon, and Dwight Eisenhower among others. Such a comparison creates a clear understanding of the reader. His work is essential in understanding the world’s history as it enables those in political life to avoid the mistake that has been previously made. His works also distinguish itself from those of others in his use of historical events. Gould makes use of root cause analysis, pointing out the things that compromised the leadership administration of these leaders. For example, he claims that Kennedy’s rush in decision making contributed to his downfall. (Levering 147: Lewis 439-450).
[bookmark: _GoBack]Just like any other scholar, the work of Gould took into consideration, the precision of years. His work clearly states the exact years for the occurrence of significant events: example, the incident of America firing missiles to Cuban aircraft, which occurred in 1962. Moreover, Gould focuses on significant events that are of significance in understanding the administration of John Kennedy. History is not about storytelling but rather pointing out major incidences that prove their importance. He, therefore, makes his work exciting and appealing to the reader. Gould has contributed significantly to understanding the life of noticeable people and their leadership (Lowther 224: Wiest et al. 239).
President John Kennedy turned out to be a significant person in American history. He was able to accomplish much despite serving for a short time. Kennedy was able to perverse peace between America and the Soviet Union in 1962 following the installation of missiles in Cuba. He was as well able to empower women and protect their rights. In international affairs, Kennedy was able to sign a peace agreement where Americans could work in developing countries. The move helped in promoting international peace and cohesion. He as well played a role in advancing space technology. He did this by encoring the funding of NASA and their attempt to land in the moon. These achievements continue promoting his legacy as a prominent leader. 
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